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LEGO s $199, 99 MINDSTORMS

and program the computer to com- -
plete one of several tasks. Theqe-v
““competitions are cropping up and

expanding -around ' the ‘world.

Lawrence Tech’s is one of only two,
local such corapetitions. sponsered

institutions of-higher learning;

Robofest was ‘the brainchild. of .

Dr. Chan-Jin Chung, assistant pro-
fessor. of computer science. Chung
‘had seérved as:a coach for an ele-
mentary school in Troy with a robot

| When LEGO MINDSTORMS
robot computer programming Kits
h1t the market they wer m ant to
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"‘playground and dimensions are;
~+"known by all team prior to the
. event. The robot know. how fa it
- ‘can ; o0 next-Our

competmon is fully autonomous :

The challenge for students coming
“-fo our competmon w;ll be codmg in
the problem.”- - %
ot The robots wrll collect mforma
S 'tlon via hght ‘heat or touch sensors;-
- “using‘that-data to resolve vamous

Jmsh the: ﬂame

. avoi Vbeing tagged v
the playmg fiell
S Atthe competrtxon students will:

- Lawrence Tech bec’ause this is what -

““In many, of these« cornpetruons the..

w an-unknown- path and',{
ome” when it tdetects dhe:

nd a canclle 51tuated on =

a’nd R )boTag, tag ors, -

said. “If’s a logical connectton o

Merc "'competltron S|
‘ing them niow for Robofe :
“% “When T-first gof to them they -
“were having’ problems Just gettmg
> the Tobot to go straight,” Anneberg

-said. “This was one of the blg g

thmgs they learned

arrive with the robots they: built and = =

.. programmed based on the basic:

information. of the. individual

- events.- Once at the comipetition; the:

student teams may: have:to:do: isome

tweakmg using their PC on the pro-:

gram to fine-tune the robot’s on-
board compiter.

~ooAndy-- Borchers, Lawrence

- Tech’s director of information tech:

= nology programs. and distance

‘= learning, has been ‘enlisted to help-

. his daughter’s sixth- grade ‘class

from Clarkston.
“We’re glad to see the’ young

school: chlldren takmg tlus on.In

order to get these robots to do their.

thing the students are gomg to have
to understand some engineering and -

~ Chung with orgamzmgF bofes

“User Servwes, who is

“This will give the students the- .
practlcal ‘side of electrical and com-
=puter engmeermg, some mechyamcal :
englneermg, -and’ hopefully, a‘ lot of =
~fun? :
Prizes include monetary prlzesf g
and scholarships to Lawrence Tech.
- For further information on
Robofest, call Chung-at Lawrence
Tech’s College of “Arts ‘and
- Sciences at (248) 204-3504 or. visit
the website -
www3.ltn.edu/~robofest/,




